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Dear Miss Pragya

Thank you for your application to study at SOAS. I am very pleased to make you an offer of admission to a research
degree programme. In SOAS, University of London, all students admitted to a PhD programme are registered initially for
the degree of MPhil. In their third full-time term, or sixth part-time term, students are considered for transfer to PhD. If
their work is of an appropriate standard, and transfer is recommended by their supervisory committee, the date of
registration for the PhD is then backdated to the beginning of the research registration.

The normal length of study for a PhD is three full-time years or the part-time equivalent. When making arrangements for
your studies, please bear in mind the normal duration of a PhD programme. Please read the Information for Offer
Holders and any other documentation referred to in this offer. In addition, all offer holders should be fully aware of the
SOAS Code of Practice for Research Degrees .

Programme Offered:  MPhil/PhD Religions Full - Time

Start Date: 21 September 2015 (You should note that it is not possible to start later than this date).

Proposed Supervisor: Dr. Peter FLUGEL

Research Topic: The Concept of Samudghata in Jaina Scriptures

SOAS PhD Degrees involve three  years active research. Subject to satisfactory progress you may then enrol for a
maximum of 3 terms on Extension of Writing-Up (Continuation) status.

You must submit your final thesis for examination within 48 months  of your start date on the degree. For your degree
the following deadlines apply:

Completion of active research and a full draft of y our thesis by 15 September 2018

Submission of thesis for examination by 15 Septembe r 2019

PROGRESSION REQUIREMENTS

You will be required to attend the relevant research methods training course for the first year of your programme.
This course is often held weekly, but the pattern may vary from department to department. Please check with the
Departmental Research Tutor or Departmental Handbook if you require further details.
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You may also be required to undertake additional training once you are enrolled. Such training will be identified by
your supervisor. Any additional requirements must not extend the duration of your programme, as stated above.

CONDITION(S) OF OFFER

This is a CONDITIONAL offer and you must meet the f ollowing requirements by the deadline given.

Evidence that you have satisfied the conditions set must reach the SOAS Doctoral School Section as soon as possible
unless otherwise specified. It is your responsibility to ensure that the evidence requested is sent to the SOAS Doctoral
School Section no later than 31 August  to ensure you can meet the enrolment date.

Provide original evidence that you have completed the MA course in Science of Living, Yoga and Preka Meditation
from Jain Vishva Bharati University and have been awarded Pass . A certified hardcopy of your degree
certificate and transcript issued with the original stamp from the awarding university is required. If the certificates
and transcripts are not written in English, a formal certified translation into English issued by a recognised
translator should also be provided. Please note that scanned copies are not acceptable.

If you cannot provide evidence of your degree certificate and final grades in time, you can submit a Statement of
Qualification Form duly completed by the administrative authorities at your awarding institution.

Provide original evidence that you have completed the MPhil course in Jainology & Comparative Religion &
Philosophy from Jain Vishwa Bharati Institute and have been awarded the degree with First Division . A certified
hardcopy of your degree certificate and transcript issued with the original stamp from the awarding university is
required. If the certificates and transcripts are not written in English, a formal certified translation into English
issued by a recognised translator should also be provided. Please note that scanned copies are not acceptable.

If you cannot provide evidence of your degree certificate and final grades in time, you can submit a Statement of
Qualification Form duly completed by the administrative authorities at your awarding institution.

Undertake a new English test and obtain a score that is acceptable to the School. For information regarding English
tests that are recognised by the School please refer to the English Language Requirements web pages.

Please ensure that your test result reaches the SOAS Doctoral School Section by 31 May, to enable you to fulfil
any further English language conditions that might be required before you can enrol. These may include, but not be
limited to, attending a pre-sessional English language course, or retaking an English test with better results if
necessary.

TUITION FEES

Your tuition fee status has been classified as Overseas . Your fee amount for the first year of your studies will be
£14,100. The tuition fee quoted is based on the information we have assessed in your application form, and may be
subject to change. Any change to your programme or mode of study may result in a change of your tuition fee. Please
note that fee rates increase each year. The fees for future years of your programme will be higher than those of your
first year.

Overseas offer holders should refer to the following Guidance for Overseas Offer Holders and CAS Application Form .

Further guidance on fee status assessments can be sought from the UKCISA website.

The schedule of tuition fees for the 2014/15 and 2015/16 Academic Years is available on the website which also
includes further information and How to Pay Tuition Fees .
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Information about Scholarships can be found on the website.

This offer is made on the basis of the information you have supplied in your application. If, on subsequent verification,
any of this information is found to be inaccurate, the offer will be rendered null and void.

ACCOMMODATION

The following serial number 63F4BE00 will enable you to apply for accommodation, if required, in one of the students’
Halls of Residence. You can apply online from 1st March. This number is unique to you and is not transferable. More
information about accommodation and how to apply for a room in one of the Halls of Residence is available on the
Postgraduate Student Accommodation at SOAS web pages.

OFFER RESPONSE

I would be grateful if you would Submit Your Reply  within one week of the date of this letter to let us know whether or
not you intend to take up the offer of the place. If we do not hear from you within one week of 21/04/2015 we reserve
the right to withdraw this offer so that the place can be released to another applicant.

Note that should you accept the offer and subsequently want to change your programme of study, you will need to
submit a new online application.

If you need to write to us about your application, please include your name, application reference number, and the title
of the programme as it is given in this letter. This will help us to deal with your query more quickly.

You may wish to review the Additional Supporting Documents .

Best Wishes

Lauren Malley
Doctoral School Deputy Manager
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3 of 3 4/22/2015 12:26 AM



1 
 

 
 Samani sPratibha Pragya representing Institute of Jainology at the 50th 
anniversary of Nostra Aetate at the Vatican 
 
 
 
Between 26 to 28 October 2015, Vatican celebrated the 50th anniversary of Nostra Aetate 
 
(In our time) which is a Vatican Council document that for the first time in the history of the 

Church paves the way for the Catholic Church's official dialogue with the followers of other 

religious traditions. To commemorate this historical day, a three day international inter-

religious conference was organized by Pontifical Council in collaboration with the Gregorian 

University in Rome. The conference deliberated on 'Believers at the service of humanity' 

with sub-themes such as violence, religious freedom, education of values etc. The Institute 

of Jainology UK received a recommendation from ONE JAIN organisations for a scholar to 

represent Jainism. 
 

Samani Pratibha Pragya accepted to be 

the Jain representative and presented a 

paper on “Education and the 

transmission of Values: A Jain 

perspective”. 

 
 
 
 

During the inaugural session Samani Pranav Pragya recited the 

auspicious Jain Prayer of Namaskar Mahamantra and Mangal 

Path in Prakrit language. 

 
 
 
 
 
Samani Pratibha Pragyaji conveyed greetings on behalf of the entire Jain community of 

approximately six million Jains around the world. She expressed her heartfelt gratitude for 

the invitation extended by the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue to attend this 

conference organized on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of Nostra Aetate. She 

emphasised that may the historic celebrations of the 50th year of Nostra Aetate reaffirm our 

conviction on the necessity of interreligious dialogue particularly in today’s testing times and 

may it further strengthen our resolve to promote peace and harmony in our society. 



2 
 

 
Pope Francis marked the 50th anniversary by outlining the turning point in the Catholic Church's 

relations with Jews and people of other faiths by calling for greater interfaith collaboration in 

the face of religious extremism. He devoted his usual Wednesday general audience to explaining 

to the Catholic faithful in St. Peter's Square the importance of "Nostra Aetate," or "In Our Time" 

declaration, which revolutionized the church's relations in particular with Jews. The statement 

was one of the most important documents to emerge from the Second Vatican Council, the 

1962-65 meetings that brought the church into the modern world. It said Christ's death could 

not be attributed to Jews as a whole, recognized the shared spiritual patrimony between 

Christians and Jews and decried all forms of anti-Semitism. 

 

Jains, Jews, Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists were in the VIP seats in the piazza and were 

treated to a meet-and-greet session with the pope after the general audience ended. When 
 

H. H Pope Francis approached the Jain nuns, 

Samani Pratibha Pragya and Pranav Pragya, 

he raised his hand to shake hands, but in 

response Samanijis folded their hands in 

Namskar pose. H. H. Pope did the same and 

asked O sister pray for me. Samani Pratibha 

Pragya responded, “Father you pray for the 

world!” Pope humbly replied “that’s why I 

need your prayers for me”. Samani Pratibha 

Pragya, said she was moved by the Pope's 

humility when he asked her to pray for him. 

She also described the interreligious 

meeting as a garden with a collection of 

different flowers that displays "the beauty 

of mankind." 

 
 

 

Father Santiago took care of Jain group for their rules and regulation. Samaniji got 

opportunity to discuss about Jain faith with Rev. Father Turan. Rev. Fr. Miguel Angel Ayuso 

Guixot, MCCJ, Secretary of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue supported 

during the three days stay at Vatican.  
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RIJU PRAJNA <rprajna109@gmail.com>

paryushan and Chaturmass in Birmingham next year 2018.
1 message

Arvinder Jain <jainashram@yahoo.com> Mon, Sep 4, 2017 at 8:18 PM
Reply-To: Arvinder Jain <jainashram@yahoo.com>
To: "campoffice13@gmail.com" <campoffice13@gmail.com>
Cc: RIJU PRAJNA <rprajna109@gmail.com>, Arvinder Jain <arvinderjain@hotmail.com>

 
Jai Jinendra
 

 
International Mahavir Jain Mission

Founder: H. H. MUNI SUSHIL KUMAR
Jain Ashram, 322 Hamstead Road, Handsworth Wood, Birmingham, B20 2RA

Website: www.jainashram.org.uk       E-mail: jainashram@yahoo.com
Charity registration number: 506087

               
 
 

 
 
 
 
4-9-2017
 
Pujya Gurudev Acharya Mahashraman ji
 
Mathe Vandana
 
My sincere thanks to you Acharya Mahashramanji and Nijojika Samani Riju Pragya ji in
agreeing in sending Samanni Punya Pragya and Samani Shreyas Pragya ji Birmingham for
celebrations of Parjushan Parva this year.
It also gives me a great pleasure in thanking both Samaniji on behalf of the Jain Ashram
community in Birmingham UK. They cooperated very well with the community and myself to
deliver the knowledge to the public as demanded by us.
They have shown a great knowledge of Jain dharma, a dedication, commitment, perseverance
in getting across the message of Lord Mahavir. They have the ability and used computer skills
to make very heavy and difficult topics simpler in English Language, which has been
appreciated by all here in UK which has mix audience, included all branches of Jain and many
different type of Indian community. This was greatly appreciated by our youngsters
Samaniji Punya Pragya ji is well familiar with Birmingham community and carried on very
passionately from where she left. She blessed us with your melodious voice singing some old
and new Bhajans. She has a good command of Gujarati as well, which was greatly appreciated
by the Gujarati Community. She showed very good leader ship qualities under which Samani
Shreyans Pragya ji flourished and accommodated with all my requests to serve our community
well. Their provachans in English were received very well. No doubt both Samani ji have a very
good command of Jain Philosophy but to deliver in simple English showed tremendous
commitments.
Samani Shreyas pragya ji visited UK for the first time but she got on well with our community
and it did not feel as if she was a stranger, which is a compliment to her. I personally enjoyed
very much working with both the Samani ji over the last eight days and hope it will benefit us
both on our spiritual journey.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/322+Hamstead+Road,+Handsworth?entry=gmail&source=g
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On the whole the experience gained by us was so great that we would like to invite Samani
Punya Pragya ji again next year but for Chaturmass. This will help in establishing even stronger
links with local Jain and Non Jain community, which will surely help in establishing Preksha
Meditation centre at the Jain Ashram which was launched by Samani Pratibha Pragya ji earlier
this year, at our 40th anniversary in the presence of Consulate General of India in Birmingham.
 
We very much hope you would not disappoint us.
 
Your Devotee
 
Arvinder Jain
Arvinder
 
================================
ARVINDER JAIN,
President, The International Mahaveer Jain Mission
Charity No: 506087

Jain Ashram, 322, Hamstead Road,
Handsworth Wood, Birmingham B20 2RA, U. K.
Tel:     +44 (0)1213841878/(0) 77610 90439
            (0) 78729 58604
E-mail: jainashram@yahoo.com
             info@jainashram.org.uk
www.jainashram.org.uk
===============================
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