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Defamiliarization of A Historical
Event in Train to Pakistan

I 1 Ms. Tripti Tripathi T ]

Literature gives us a picture of life not the picture that 1s
actually (lustoncally ) true but a picture that has its own kind
of truth a *truth” that includes important elements that saence
from its very namre, is forced to leave out. The truth of
literature takes the form, not of abstract statement, but of a
concrete and dramatic presentation which may allow us to
expenience imagmatively the “lives™ meaning of a piece of
life. (1964, 16)

There are close relations between history and hiterature. Literature
many a fime deals with history. Literature provides all sorts of charm and
also deals wath hustory unfold the past, before the readers as well. [t
acquaints their readers with what happened in the past, It appeals to its
readers and gives a umique form of knowledge. The knowledge and tath
that literature present, are different from the knowledge and truth, which
are provided by lnstory. Litérature presents no abstract statements. Buta
concrete presentation is given by it, which is dramatic in value, which
attracts its readers, It also enables the readers 1o have an imaginative
experience of life that creates aesthetic pleasure in the hearts of readers.
That aesthetic pleasure differentiates hiterature from histary, As Stopford
Brooke quoted:

Writing is not literature unless it gives to the readers a pleasure
which arises not only from the things said, but from the way
inwhich they are said; and that pleasure 15 only given when
the words are carefully or curiously or beautifilly put together
into sentences, {2007 3)
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50 literature is a written work which has
artistic value and beautiful expression. History
has the true account of past events, but in the
consequences of lacking of imaginative artistic
values, it is not counted as a literature. Novels,
short stories, poems, dramas and so on are very
important. They reveal the awareness of the
witers of the things, which is happening around
hum. They revive and sustain the interest of
réaders.

Modern Indian writers richly present the
historical events and incidents in their works.
And Khushwant Singh 15 one of them, The
incident of partition on 1947 appealed him and
enforced him to form a novel entitled *Train to
Pakistan’. Through thiz novel fact is presented
in the way of fancy. It has the background of
communal riots at the time of partition, 1947, of
which he himself was a witness, The novel “Train
to Pakistan® gives amost graphic, vivid and a
realistic account of communal rots, which took
place at the time of partition of India on 1947,
Such qualities have made this novel a literature
and not as the part of history.,

The known is made unknown by certain
devices and these devices are used to
defamiliarize the familiar. Thus defamiliarization
takes readers from the known to the unknown,
By using it, literature becomes effective and its
impact on the readers is more because of its
sound psychological principles. [t maintains the
interest of readers in spite of being familiar with
the event. For instance, known historical
elements, are presented in an attractive and
appealing way by Khushwant Singh through
“Trainto Pakistan". n context of partition most
of pecple know what partition is and what
happens during that period. In fact, it has been
repeated over and over again that it needs no
miroduction. But, *Train 1o Pakistan® deseribes

1t in a different way which makes the very event
new and unfamiliar. Such literariness
defamilianizes the event by presenting a text
artistically. A history book gives the raw material
i.¢. what happened during a particular time
period is shaped artistically and it turns out to
be where readers feel to be unfamiliar, A
historian gives information and by reading it
people feel boredom, where as a novelist
presents same information in such a way that
stimulates reader’s mterest and try to sustain the
attention of theirs. A novelist gives almost life to
description. He uses his pen of imagination on
the canvas of Indian History. A novelist expresses
history in such a humanistic way that touches
the reader’s emotion. Dr, Vikas Sharma
expresses his views about it ingeniously

The novelist doesn 't confine himself

only to starting the *cold truth” of 2

histonan. He concentrates on depicting

the “hot truth® of an artist. The artist

takes care to maintain the delicate

balance between the artistic content

and hustory and politics. It enables him

to produce authentic articles, Indian

writers looked to history as the

storchouse of untapped stones, (2007; 4)

Thus through the quality of defamilianisation,
(as rusion formadism ) a novelist presents known
thing in a fanciful way and that known thing being
modified, provides newness to its readers. This
i3 the beauty of literature that increases the
number of readers which a Historian can't gain,
Khushwant Singh also has done the same that's
why he has become so popular. Khushwant
Singh created a symbolic place named Mano
Majra, a small place situated about half a mile
away from the great river in Punjab *sutlaj’,
There were only three bricks buildings in the
whole village. One of which was a house of
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money- lender and the other two were Hindy
temple and Mosque. The rest of the houses were
flat- roofed and made up of mud with low-
walled courtyard, Seventy families were hiving
inthis village. Out of which only Ram Lal the
money- lender was Hindu and rest were Sikhs
and Mushms. Sikhs were the owner of the land
and Muslims were living on the rent. Sweepers
never belonged to any religion but Muslims
claimed them as their own people. When
Amernican visitors used to come in the village
these sweepers wore Khaki sola topes 1o
entertain them. Thus Khushwant Singh created
aclean picture of a well- managed village which
had been untouched by violence. For the novelist,
it is important and a challenging task to set the
readers’ mind on the background of situation
s that readers can develop their charm to
reading the novel. His fictional village also has a
railway station. And the life of villagers was fixed
with the timing of the trains. The explanation of
the village is very foundation of the novel which
makes the novelist successful to fix the mood of
readers. Though the imagination power of
novelist is very high throughout the novel, even
he remains true to the history till the end. Mang
Majra the place was once very calm and
harmonious but never remained the same tll the
end. Gradually the communal harmony was
replaced by communal disharmony, How grea
18 the creativity of novelist that he maintzned his
honesty in explaining the reality. It could be spen
in following cited example which a historian v
F. Kanitkar remarks:

.« Forty- eight hours over 5000 peaple

diedin Calcutta. These communal riots

later spread to  Nokhali, Bihar and

Punjab. (1987; 10)

Here the idea s given that how communal
niot spread gradually one place to another. The

same information 15 given by Khushwant Singl,
i his novel in a very decorative Wiy,

From Calcutta, the riots spread North

and East and west; to Noakhali in Fast

Bengal, where Muslims massacred

Hindus; to Bihar where Hindys

massacred Muslims. Mullah roamed

the Punjab and frontier province with

boxes of human skills said to be those

of Muslims killed in Bihar. {T:1)

Any historian has not created such
atmosphere which goes ahead and adds the
elements of imagination to event without heaving
whole and Sole of the event, But Khushwant
Singh has infised life to the incident with his wit
S0 it is clearly understood that a historical
account gives just a fact but a literature expresses
the same in a decorative language where a reader
feels pleasure. So both descriptions concoct a
clear image of a same event in two different
SCENANos

This is known to all that at the time of
partition, the train became like ‘movin 2
graveyard'. The train used to bring and carry
back dead bodies from Pakistan to India and
India to Pakistan. Khushwant Sin gh presented
the same scene in different way. As he used the
word Crhase, the svmbol of dark ness, the
novelist gave a pictorial description of the train
which took dead bodies across the borders. He
also used some phrases metaphoncally such as
" Red tongue of Flame”, * A Faint Acrid Smel]
of Searing flush”. The red tongue of flame leaped
into the black sky. Such scene had been
interpreted by Vasant Shahane beatifilly-

The Red tongue of Flame symbolizes

the poisonous and agpressive nature of

the snake and show how, in the heat of

destructive lunacy men turn into

poisonous reptiles. The distant fires
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brought “a joint acrid smell of seaning

flesh”, which caused a sense of horror

among the village .... When the red
tongue of flam leaped in the black sky
everyone knows the homble reality of

the massacre. (1972, 71)

Besides, Khushwant Singh draws the
picture of some pathetic scene which creates
the clear idea about the incident, where readers
feel that they are the eve witness of the moment.

There were women and children

huddled in the corner, their eves

delighted with horror, their mouth still
open as if their shrieks had just then

become violence. Some of them did

not have a scratch on their bodies and

wall of compartment looking in terror

at the empty windows through which

must have come shots spears and

spikes, There were lavatones jammed
with corpses of voung man who had
muscled their was to comparative
safety. And all the nauseating smells of
purifying flash, faces and urine the very
thought made vomit. .. and partition
brought nothing but fortune fears and

tragedy. (T §5)

The acnimonious battle taken place between
Incha and Pakistan, the erstwhile brothers, afier
independence, could be best understood only
by reading of histoncal books, related histoncal
hiteratures and the concerned people who faced
the unpleasant event of partition. This knowledge
of history also paves the way for world peace
as one would eventually understand that world
peace can not be achieved without mutual
cooperation. Unforunately, these earstwhile
brothers did not show their mutual cooperation
and fought against each other. But a8 a matter
of fact, people of contemporary India were not

ready to have India divided. They showed the
feehng of brotherhood. They were not ready to
leave their native place only for the sake of
community. Khwshvant Smgh writes:

What have we to do with Pakistan?

We were born here so were our

ancestors. We have lived amongst vou

as brothers, Imam Baksh broke down.

Meet Singh clasped him in hts arms and

began to sob. Several of people started

erying quietly and blowing their noses.

(T, 126)

The Lambardar spoke, ** yes vou are

our brothers. As far as we are

concerned, you and your ¢hildren and
vour grandchildren can ive here as long

as you like, If any one speaks rudely

to you, your wives or your children, it

will be us first and our wives and

children before your smgle hair of your

head istouched. (T; 126)

Here the clear distinction performed in terms
of language, can be seen by these expression.
In- fact the literature gives the sensitive beauty
to the expression. Such pictonal description
attracts the readers and takes them to unknown,
what 15 already known. The word formation had
been described conventionally, so that readers
find newnessin it. Meanwhile. the very text also
talks about love and romance. Khushwant Sing
here does not ignore the very chanm of novel. It
15 the beauty of novel that two paradoxicgl
sgenes go on simultaneoushy, Communal riots
between Hindu and Muslim and Sikh were on
its zenith, on the other side a love story of Muslim
girl and Hindu boy was moving vis- avis. This
aspect gives life to the otherwise dry historical
accounts of the partition of India. This artistic
guality makes khushwant Singh different from
Historans and makes his work history cum a
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literature, Moreover, the story doesn’t deal with
only love and romance, but also sacrifice, A
lover, from different community, sacrifices his
life for his beloved who belongs to a different
religious community. The train which goes
Pakistan beaning Mushims, are living in India, is
to be attacked by a couple of selfish so called
Hindus. The train was also bearing Nooran,
Juggat Singh Comes to know the plot and goes
immediately to spoil the entire plan and he could
succeed in his deed. But he has to sacrifice his
life, The immolation of his life has nothing to do
with establishing non- viclence. O the contrary,
it only for saving the life of his Beloved, whois
pregnant. Whatever the reason 15, he save many
a life. His sacrifice has been described in the
noved:

...only a thin tough strand remained,

He went at it with the knife, and then

with his teeth. The engine was almost

on him. There was a volley of shots.

The man shivered and collapsed. The

rope snapped in the centre as he fell

The train went over him, and went on

to Pakistan.

Thus Khushwant Singh makes his readers
emodional by showing the death of Juggut Singh.
The combination of a tragic love story and the
pathetic fact of 1947 with its artistic description
makes the novel amemorable piece of Literature
and this Defamiliartzation, as Russian Formalism,
has been used as the tocl in terms of the
presentation of language, By using this tool the
writer brings readers known to unknown. And
at the end, It can be smd that khushwant singh |,
the most sigmificant nowvelist, short stories writer,
abrillizat historian and joomalist, had taken pains
to keep hisimaginatson well within the course of
facts and formed the very famous book Train 1o
Pakistan. At the end, this paper ends with lines

of Vasant A Shahane for the novel Train to

Pakastan:
Tram to Pakastan, therefore, is no mera
realistic tract, nor is it a bare record of
actual events. On the contrary, itisa
creative rendering of the real, and it
reaffirms the novelist's faith in man and
renews artistically his avowed
allegiance to the humanistic ideal.
(1972; 104)
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The Real Scenano of Higher Education

[ 1 Ms. Tripti Dubey | ]

Gienerally the word education is used fior forrnal methods of educanon
siich as school, collese, University. Education system has many stages
such as preprimary, primary, secondary schools and colleges and
universities. The teacher s role is also differ from one stage of education
to another. Teacher's role in primary school is not equivalent to the role
of higher education. It is important 1o keep an eye on the way the teacher
try to impart education. The role of teacher are a5 significant as the role of
mmwm?mﬂmmhhtmrwhnmmxtwundﬂihydﬂp:ﬂjng
the intellectual and mental darkness. They are the soutce of inspirations.
The main goal of teachers 15 to build our vouth for future. This poses a
special responsibility on the teachers at all fields of education. Dr.
Radhakrishnan (1949) in the report of the University Education
Commission has aptly observed. “The Teacher’s place in society is of
vital importance. He acts s the pivot for the transmission of intellectual
traditions and technical skills from generation to generation and helps to
keep the lamp of civilization burming. He not only guides mdividual, but
also, so to say, the destiny of the nation.™ { 2003, p BY)

A person is born with some leaming instincl. Some are gifted with
sharp intellect to grasp any kind of knowledge, Some are slow learners
where as there are many who are lazy or idle enough as far as lecaming is
concerned. The aim of education should be to motivate and encourage
the leamers to widen their knowledge. Once they ane interested in the
leamning activity they should also be guided how to produce on the path
ufwmmmwwmmimmmmm:f i creating
5 desire to Jearn but also to sustain learner’'s interest in the activity of
leaming more and more. Here comes the need ( for teaching) of attracting
learners in the arbit of knowledge and to kindle the spark of sustained
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generation o another. It also has an aim to mbuilt
the power of critical and creative thinking in
students. As Raja and Fernandes say:

Teaching at the higher education level is
required not only to impart in-depth, up to date
and relevant knowledge of the subject
concemed to the sudent, but also to develop in
him critical and analytical abilities as well as the
capability to relate knowledge so received to
real life situation.

Education has also been becoming “learner
and leamning centered” instead of being “teacher
and teaching centered”. The whole emphasis has
been given on the way a teacher teaches. Ifa
teacher uses various methods and techniques,
he can better transform the Knowledge to the
next peneration. No single method can be used
all the time and with all subjects. And all these
methods and techniques demand creative
efforts. There are some technigues like audio-
visual programmes, radio, educational TV
programmes, maps, charts, flash cards etc.
should be used in teaching to make learming
active and easy.

Class masagement and lesson planning skills
are very essential for teachers and all teachers
should acquire such skills. Before going into the
classroom, teachers should go through the
syllabus, make unit plan how 1o teach, use proper
and appropriate methods and techniques so that
students can get the whole idea about the subject
concernad. But this is not enough. Assessment
of students is the process which tells their
performance. As The NPE, 1986 has stated,
“assessment of performance 15 an integral part
of any process of learming and teaching. As part
of sound education strategy, examination should
b emploved to bnng about qualitative strategy’

improvements in the education.” (1986, p. 24)
Besides teaching, teachers are involved in
research activities. Research activities may help
teachers not only in generating knowledge but
also gives a scientific bent of mind and self-
confidence inaparbicular fiedd, Itis being realized
that weachers of Higher Education cannot do
justice to their role if they are not adequately
involved in the day to day social problems.
Extension activities therefore have been taken
as an important dimension o the teacher’s role.
By participating in the developmental activities
the teachers may help 1o achieve the goal of
developed nation. Most of the time teachers are
the role model of therr students. They motivate
students to achieve their goal seniously and
sincerely:
Higher Education vs. Hire the Education

There are two concepts as far as education
and especially higher education s concerned,
s leamers really want 10 enhance their ability
to cope up with latest trends of knowledge, On
the other hand there are many who just study
for the sake of gething degree or certificate or
testimionial to grab a suitable icrative job to eam
their livelihood. It is the second category of
people who try to hire education to go higher
on the pyramid/ ladder of success. They apply
different tactics torise in life. Education for them
15 only the means to go ahead on the path of
material progress.

Education should aim at imparting values
and the zim of higher educaton should to ennch
the quality of a human being to rid him off all
kinds of impurnties and imperfections. It should
not misguide him for being calculative and
manipulative, Theretore, instead of hiring for
one's matenial progress, the leamers as well as
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Learning and Teaching of English in
Nagaur District: Problems and Solutions

- I Tripti Tripathi Dubey 1 ]

Enghsh is the chief vehiclke of mternational communication in the world
today. The term Global English has brought the whole world on one stage
where people can communicate with each other without any kind of
language hurdle. Two thousand years ago, the English language was quite
unfamibiar to the world, people were confined to their own community and
living just like in separate boxes, Gradually it was a great achievement of
men that they created a language {English) which has become common (o
all. And this language brought the whole world under one umbrella. Thisis
how English language has become the Lingua Franca in the age of
globalization breaking all sorts of boundaries either culture or social or
geographical etc. It is the only language widely used in the world. David
Crystal rightly says in his book (1997) “a language achieve a genuinely
global status when it develops a special role that is recognised in every
country.”

English in India

Nowadays, English language is in great demand in India It is a symbol
of people’s aspirations as far as quality education is concerned. English
represents the scientific knowledge, modernization and development.
English is a medium for understanding technology and scientific
development, In India, English gradually has acquired socially and
is defined by the domains of language use. J. Maurais rightly says in this
connection,

Ultimately the legal system, the national media and important
professions were conducted in English. Skilled professional Indian became
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he symbol of Westernization and modemization,
Raja Rammohan Roy was committed to the idea
‘hat the “European gentlemen of talent and
rducation” should be appointed to instruct the
ratives of India. English came to be used by
ndians, as well. (2006: 47)

During the British regime it was the imperial
anguage — the language of the rulers It
lominated the language scene. The motivation
© learn and use this language was very strong,
t had behind it a lot of political, economic,
wdministrative, and social force. The association
»f English with India has been for a very long
seriod. During this entire stretch of time English
1as moved along various points of the scale. It
1as merged into the Indian society in such a
nanner that it is really difficult to assess its proper
wasition. It compels one to wonder whether the
ervent nationalists will ever be successful in
emoving this language from the position it enjoys
n society today.

Cnglish language teaching in Rajasthan
specially in Nagaur district:

Rajasthan was not as active recipient of
inglish education as the southemn States were.
\s a matter of fact, the then princely States of
Lajputana were not much aware of the
levelopment of the English language and its
eaching, though they understood the status of
inglish and it is for the same reason that some
f the princes and kings took eager interest in
:arning English and some of them went to
ingland also. But for the States of Mewar, and
vmer very few of Rajputana States took any
iterest in the development of English. As a
1atter of fact, English education spread in
\ajasthan through two doors: enlightened and
lite Indian groups and Christian missionaries.
o the Royal States didn't take much interest in

. Missionaries were allowed to spread their

education on their own way. In the year 1818
through patronization of the British government,
English rulers were eager to establish their
authority in Rajasthan. But communication was
a major problem for both the colonizers and the
royalists. This prepared the background of
English education in the land of Maharajas. The
task of developing English education in
Rajasthan was undertaken by an English
educationist Javen Cary who was very keen on
creating an environment of English learning in
Rajputana. With the help of British resident
Actorloni, he started English schools in Ajmer
and Pushkar in 1819, and then in Bhinay and
Kekari. As soon as India got independence, the
Govt. of India started thinking about education,
educational institutions and educational reforms.
Various ELTIs, RIEs and Boards were
established in order to create an atmosphere for
education. This is how the State Institute of
Language Studies and Board of Secondary
Education were established in Rajasthan. . The
SILS was the govt. agency to take care the affairs
of the teaching of English in the State.

Today, the colonial complexes towards
English language have been changed and people
have realized that with fluent command over
language they could have better prospects for
job. In Rajasthan, especially in Jaipur many
multinational companies have brightened the
future of youngsters. But still in rural Bharat the
adaption of English language seems a hard nut
to crack to the students. They face problems
especially with the pronunciation. Needless to
say Nagaur has been a great center of royal
activities and it played a pivotal role as it is
located very near to Ajmer. But as far as
education is concerned Nagaur could not
develop in the way as it was good in old days.
It is lagging behind in the field of English and
technical education as well.
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The teaching of English in Rajasthan in
reneral and particular in Nagaur has become a
zreat problem. So there is a need for patience
it all levels, that is, at the policy framing level,
he course designing level and at the class room
sractice level. The problem acquires a
nultidimensional scope because of the added
-omplication of English being a foreign language
and taught as a second or third language. The
followings are the some of the problems that
are popping on the scene of the learning and
eaching English in Rajasthan and particularly m
MNagaur district:

1. It has become very difficult to find good
teachers to teach English in the educational
institutions. The teachers of English are
interested only in their *service conditions’
and not in *service” to the community of the
students; in most of the cases unionism has
killed professionalism. As Professor V K
Gokak says in his English in India: Iis
Presemt and Future,

The functional years for the teaching of
English in schools and colleges are in the
hands of the teachers who neither know
enough English nor are familiar with the latest
and far-reaching developments of in the
pedagogy of English, (1963: 69)

A teacher whose English is faulty cannot be
a model in the classroom where English is
taught; most teachers, once they get a job,
particularly in government sector, cease to
learn, Teachers try to cover the portion to
be covered and ultimately with great difficulty,
cover it up! Learners come to colleges
because they want some certificates- a
degree or diploma

2, ltis often observed that mostly students
take English as a subject of study in a very

light manner or to just qualify the exam. Their
prime aim is just to get passing marks and
clear it somehow. Hence they do not pay
much attention on improving grammar and
communication skills. They neither take any
interest in the subject nor try to prepare
themselves for the competitive examinations.
They forget the fact that basic knowledge of
English is required for vanous examinations
rather they consider English as drab and
monotonous which consequents in poor
academic result and little knowledge of
English. So the purpose of introducing this
subject cannot be served. Most of the
students take it considering it as important
and prestigious subject with having good
scope. They have no depth or keenness for
the subject. Some come from different
streams having no background of English.
Hence they lack basic knowledge of
concepts and acquire only superficial
knowledge. This causes a great impediment
in teaching English to the studentsin general
and marginalized ones in particular.

. Generally curriculum designed has major

lacunas such as stale, old syllabus and
lacking new changes. Changes done are very
slight. Curriculum tends to be conventional,
not up to the mark and not updated, for
instance, latest developments in Grammar
and new contemporary writers and their
works should be included while desigrung the
curriculum so that it would arouse interest in
the learners and be able to enhance their
knowledge. Teachers will also get updated
knowledge and broaden their mental horzon.
While designing the syllabus the learners and
their opinions are never taken into
consideration. The syllabus thus designed
does not have any direct reflection of the lives
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and problems of the learners. Defects in
curriculum are also a big problem in teaching
English In India there seem to be no thinking
or whatsoever with regard to the textbooks.
The textbooks once prescribed in the
syllabus, remain there for many years. No
one thinks about the recent developmentsin
the field of teaching and learning English.

. Theteaching of English suffers from the faulty
methods as the teachers in most of the cases
are not exposed with the latest trends and
techmiques of the teaching English, Oral or
lecture method is favoured in colleges, ie.,
teacher uses English as the ordinary language
of the English lesson, unless someone clears
advantage is to be gained by the use of the
mother tongue. Grammar is taught on
memorization basis,

. Many major defects are also noticed in our
examination system. College and Universities
examination pattern generally do not cover
the whole syllabus in a detailed form. Students
leave many topics in order to get pass marks
and prepare themselves to attempt five set
questions that are almost predictable In this
case, the students do not get thorough
knowledge of the concerned subject There
15 noviva: voce af the undergraduate level,
s0 their communicative skills are not
answer sheets are not checked up properdy
which results in bad lot of the students for
next class which causes obstacle in teaching
English efficiently.

. Most ofthe colleges are situated in the areas
where there are no infrastructure facilities like
adequate class rooms, lghts, fumiture, water
or blackboards etc. Under these adversities,
teaching English becomes a very difficult job.

The latest teaching equipment kke Laptops,
Audio Visual aids (LCD, OHP, Printer, and
Scanner etc. ) are not available in most of the
colleges. Without these teaching tools,
English cannot be taught in an effective way.
Now UGC has started providing funds for
the establishment of knowledge centres and
network resource centresin the colleges. But
even then, the learning of English has not
taken a shape in the area of study.

- A well-arranged library is a key factor of

successful teaching, It reflects the output of
the college; students also take admission in
the colleges for gefting good books and
update their knowledge through them, But
this 1s a great dilemma that in most of the
institutes, libraries are not computerized or
well-equipped. In this condition, students do
not get updated online information.
Moreover, some colleges lack full time
librarans also. Soboth students and teachers
face great problems which hinder the

. Language, particularly the English language,

has become not only a means for power and
exploitation, it is also a site for struggle. The
English knowing class is not interested in any
serious changes in society in educating the
masses for the newer changes and
developments at large scale. The babu or
lower-middle official class is interested only
in maintaining the feudal order. The result is
no proper planning or political will in
implementation and lack of coordination
among wvarious agencies, Central
Government, State Government,
Universties, colleges etc. and the aimless drift
continues without any directions, clear-cut
policies, goals, aims and objectives.
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in teaching English. Teaching of English should
be imparted with latest technology and more
student-friendly tools. It should be more task-
based and made more interactive; only then,
genuine purpose of teaching English can be
served.
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Abstract

Anantha Murthy's novel Samskara has

accomplished  translated  recognition
throughout the globe as a cutting edge
classic of Indian writing. In spite of the
fact that it has created a lot of critical
remarks, insufficient consideration has
been given to its gender representation.
Discussions of the nove's gender politics
have ether focused on its positive
depictions of feminine beauty and activity
or have taken a dreary perspective on its
sexist arrangements. Re-scrutinizing the
novel's gender representation through
socially shaded lenses, this article
uncovers different sites of gender
discrimination and identifies a subtext that
can offer a progressively positive

enunciation to Samskara's gender politics.

Keywords:  Body,
Gender, Kannada Novds,
Literature, Prakriti, Rasa, Sexudity,
Women, Orthodox, Prgudice, Anti-
Brahmin, Anti-Caste, Anti Community .

Consciousness,

Culture,
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I ntroduction

U.R. Anantha Murthy's Kannada nove
Samskara has created a scope of basic
sentiment since its distribution in 1965 and
subsequent translation into Engdish by
A.K. Ramanujan. In any case, insufficient
consideration has been gven to gender

representation in the novel.

The article is partitioned into three parts.
An overview of its gender representation
follows a summary of the nove. The
second pat andyses ecificdly the
politics of gender operationdized in,
around and through the figure of Chandri.
At last, the article excavates an eective
meaning to Samskaras gender coding in
theportrayd of Bhagirathi.

Samskara tells the dory of the
interconnected crises variously upsetting
the Brahmin and outcaste residents of its
non-descript anecdotad town  setting,
Durvasgpura. The vulnerability about who
can or should play out the incineration

rites for the anti-hero, Naranappamaking
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a crisis of confidence and rdigous
observances is symbolicdly and connected
with the deadly sread of plague in
Durvasgpura, prompting a sociological
crisis. These events, thus, trigger a
gpiritual and existential crisis in the
reigous guru of the settlement and legend
of the nove, Praneshacharya, which it is
the task of Samskarato follow till the end.
This article seeks to outline the graphs of
gender in such an interlaced account. A
harsh stock of dl the femae characters in
Samskara reveds two groupings, Brahmin
ladies and various types of lower and
outcaste ladies. The previous classification
includes Bhagrathi, Anuswya, Stadevi,
Lakshmideviamma, and Lilavati, while
Chandri, Padmavati, Bdli and Puttas
significant other have a place with the
latter class. In the novel's teling, the
"Brahmin ladies constitute an amazingly
unappeding gathering of characters:
evgporated, undesirable, envious,
cowardly and gaggng on ther spleen.
Against this, the lower and outcage ladies
ae presented as varieties of sound
womanhood.

As indicated by M ukherjee (1985: 172), it
is basic practice in Indian noves that
‘outcaste or lower-caste ladies are
frequently enriched with more noteworthy

sexual imperativeness than their high-
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conceved counterparts.’ Pargphrasing
RaarKanta Ray's ID of socioeconomic
factors to carify this marvel, M ukherjee
(1985: 172) writes:

“Chastity, satitva, and repentance for
widows can't be the values of a class that
does not have the monetary means to
implement them, and obviously, this
opportunity adds to the uninhibited
naturaness of the lower-caste ladies. In
any case, the arrangement of a dereotype
is not a simple process. The easy
accessibility of lower-caste ladies may aso
have permeated them with a progressively
dorious suggestive qudity in the mde
creative mind. (Emphasis included).”

The last two lines referred to here to play
out an essetid quaifying capacity. By
bringing the question of mde creative
mind' to hold up under on a substance seen
distinctly as a kind of symptomatic e
description, M ukherjee directs regard for
the possibility that what passes for target
redism could similarly be a case of new
projection. To cregte what is verifiable in
her insight, easy accessibility' regularly is
a euphemism for systems of
institutiondized sexual abuse of outcaste
and lower-caste ladies by upper-caste
men." Further, male sexud desires are
routindy mapped onto categories of

socidly quieted femade bodies and
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afterward recouped infamous and high
culture as expressions of ladylike
sexuality, regardless of whether to
recognize or censure it.

Representation of Lower and
Outcaste Women

In Samskara, the process of sexudizing
ladies can be seen a work in the first
recdled trys among Shripati and Bdli.
The episode itsdlf is described twice, once
in an exchange among Narangppa and
Praneshacharya (Murthy, 1999: 24, 25)
and once as a component of Shripati's self-
reflection (Murthy, 1999: 39). The two
times, it is presented exclusively from the
last's pergpective. What is conspicuous by
its absence, at that point, is ay natice of
Bdli's response, dl the more gecificdly,
any natice of her consent. This is neither
sought nor given any expression. It seems
as though her caste (outcaste) + body
(femde) is and constitutes her consent, her
desire. The inconsequentiaity of Beli's
volition in wha trangired on the
riverbank to Shripati, to Narangppa, and in
fact to Praneshachary a, underlines her tota
invisibility as an autonomous subject
inside the perspective of the novd. Just the
ascription of sexua imperativeness and
excdlence to ladies, dong these lines,
need not consequently signd any genuine
or synpathetic impression of them.
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Valorization of Female Sexuality

Indeed, even the opposite: avaorization of
femade sexudity as the sole indicator of
lady's worth, especidly when explained in
exclusively heterosexist terms and from
restricted andocentric perspectives, can be
a repackagng of the 'woman is a womb
cliché as the 'woman is her body' or, more
specificdly, the 'her sexual apped...to
man’ dictum. This displaced decrease and
reification are precisdy what is withessed
in Naranappals ethic of sexua freedom.

Narangppas dynamic espousa of the
libidind supplies a necessary remedid to
the encrusted forms of Brahmin praxis, its
vitrified, dishonest
abhorring perfect. Assaulting the decision

kaminikancan

varnashrama twofold of chaste (because
accessible just to one man through
marriage) 'geat’ upper-caste ladies and
promiscuous (because accessible to
numerous men through sorted out systems
of business and authorized service as well
as pleasure) 'terrible’ lower-caste ladies as
an untruth, Naranappa certainly clears the
spacefor asubstitute view of ladies to rise
in this novd. This recognition redeems
ladies' sexudity from the disparaged
margns to which it was vowed by its
persigent associaions  with  death,
misleading, lust, and shame in standard
accounts. He dso provides a pasitive
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character and incentive for entire classes
of up to this point sexualy characterized
and in the process disparaged ladies, such
as proditutes, devadasis and lower-Castel
outcaste ladies.

Hatero Sexuality opens up at

different channel of oppression

Be tha as it may, this exclusive
distinguishing proof of a lady with her
(hetero)sexuality aso opens up to various
avenues of abuse by choosing not to see
different aspects of he being By
Narangppas dandards, the man ladies
worth thinking about and living with are
the ones that are sexudly dive, appeding
and serviceable to men. At the end of the
day, he swvears by aruthless seup or shut-
up, a use-and-toss philosophy tha is
gendered as wel as misogynistic, since it
recognizes no different ties of obligation,
reliability,

compassion amnong man and lady. Taken

friendship,  mindful  or
to its consistent outrageous, such a belief
system would involve either the murdering
off or surrender of dl old, udy, sickly,
unresponsive or otherwise-slanted ladies.
To be sure, Narangppa himsdf is liabl e of
the one and spesks enthusiagticaly of the
other (M urthy, 1999: 26).

What renders Narangppas unique

ayeement especialy questionable, is its
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uneven focus. Ladies are understood
instrumentally to suit mae sexua needs,
yet Naangppa never entertans the
possibility of a reverse utilitarianism.
Truth be told, by simplisticadly attacking
the sexua coldness of Brahmin ladies as
the man driver of socid anomie in
Durvesgpura, Naangppa seems to
represent Brahmin men as somehow the
harmed party. However, the novd itsdf
reveds the certified stake that Brahmin
men have in controlling the sexuaity of
their ladies.
Brahmins are high-up in the caste pecking

DurvasagpuraM adhva

orders because, 'sour burp’ or no,
Lakshmideviamma is chaste. Parijatapura
has slipped down the scde of Brahmin
respectability because ther lines [had
gotten) somewhat blended... somelibertine
got one of their widows pregnant... the
master a& Shringeri ... banned the entire
settlement’ (M urthy, 1999: 12). At last, by
directing a supeficid male-recognized
study of Brahmin
philosophy, Narangppas enterprise of

practices and

sexual freedom fails to gve a redly
emancipator gption in contrag to ladies in
Samskara

Chandri and the Politics of
Gender in Samskara

Given her representation in the novd, it is

essy to see why critics may wax
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persuasive about Chandri. Nonetheess,
they overestimate her emancipative job
and potentid. They miss or overlook the
way that however Chandri stands ouside
the caste-crease, she stands outside it in
terms set somewhere around that selfsame
caste society. Chandri is free not in spite of
but since she has disguised totaly her
conventional inscription as a casteless
nityasumangali (see Kersenboom, 1998).
For evidence, consider Chandri's self
representation as well as her thoughts and
actions. As indicated by Chandri (M urthy,
1999: 44).

... no sin will ever rub off on her. Bornto a
family of prostitutes, she was an exception
to dl rules. She was ever-auspicious, daily
wedded, the one without widowhood. How
can sin defilea runningriver? It's good for
a drink when a man's thirsty, it's suitable
for a wash when a man's filthy, and it's

idedl for bathing the god's images with...

Such notions are dtogether compatible
with some of the vaues and virtues
ascribed to both the figure of the
nityasumangdi and the ganikaveshya in
the socio-socia systems of prefrontier
India (Banerjee, 1998; Bhattacharji, 2001;
Kersenboom, 1998: 197). Chandri's sdf-
picture is a haf and haf of conventional
ressoning. At any rate as far as she could

tdl, she is someone who combines the
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origind figures of the nityasumangali and
courtesan/court  artist thus inherits the
sacrd and secular symbologes that
cydadlize aound ther sexudity. This
accounts not just for her unashamed
commitment to, and expertisein matters of
shringara (esthetic and suggestive state of
mind and arts), yet in addition her griking
versatility, activity as wdl as the

reasonable sense of happiness and sdf-
worth in the novd.

The degee to which the customary
functions as the vey substance and
bregking point of Chandri's subjectivity
can be additiondly glimpsed in the tenor
of her thoughts and actions. For instance,
in the begnning of their living together,
Chandri had attempted to dissuade

Her groping hand felt the open door. ‘Ayyo
O God, hopeno fox or doghas entered the
house and done things to the body....". She
felt distressed, forgot her fears, went in
swiftly ... and lit the lantern. A horrid
stench. Dead ratting rats. She was gief-
stricken that shéed left the body orphaned,
unprotected, the shape of the man who'd
offended the whole agrahara for her
sake... Only one thought burned clear: it's
rotting there that thing it's stinking there,
its belly swollen. That's not her lover,
Narangppa It's neither brahmin nor

shudra. A carcass.
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'Love is the prime mover in this case. It is
the effect of the physica body of afriend
or family member become grotesque, and
the shocking contrast that provides, instead
of the impact of any metaphysicd Truth
become obvious, as Paranjape (2002)
would have it, which is the spur for

Chandri's activity here.

Hypocrisy and Religion

As for her onenight stand with
Praneshacharya, 'gain' intermixed with
compassion clarify Chandri's actions in
that instance. From one perspedive, her
musings about how Praneshacharya gows,
'how quiet he was," and ‘what a radiance
around him' are interspersed with certified
commiseration for his sexualy denied life
(Murthy, 1999: 46).
considering him, she throbs with alonging

Then again,

encouraged by the memory of her mom's
words tha progitutes should get pregnant
by..holy men' (Murthy, 1999: 46). In
coupling with Praneshacharya, 'there was
aso an expectaion in her that his touch
may prove to be fruitful in her body.
Furthermore, gratefulness that she aso
may have earned legitimacy' (Murthy,
1999: 67).

Upper-caste women's labor and

sexuality
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If the redist sections of Samskara erase
upper-caste  women's employment and
sexuality, the existentid parts could be
read as ddeting the prostitutes clam to
subjectivity  throughout.... Chandri is
portrayed without any sense of artidic
tdent (in singng and dancing) usualy
associated with her class. The existentia
text fals to provide any viable subject
positions for a woman. The atempt at
portraying interiority in a mae subject
does not suggest the possibility of any

interiority, for awoman.

Sexual Discrimination

Samskar a'fails to give any suitable subject
positions to lady not because it
discriminates against them socially or
sexually, as Natarajan asserts, but since it
nullifies them spiritually. For, as
Ramanujan notes (Introduction in Murthy,
1999: viii), 'Samskara is a religious
novela' that in structure and substance
'takes its title seriously.' Ultimately, it is
the presence or absence and nature of
consciousness that decides an incentive in
Samskara. While the Brahmin ladies of
Durvasapura are shown to be ethically
drained or sick, the lower-caste ladies are
depicted as morally blameless. Both are
thus anticipated as coming up short on

that transcendent consciousness which the
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nove deems essential to crafted by any

genuine transformation.?..

The centrd cause of contention, as in
redity the force for it, derives from the
contradictory truth-clams of these two
idecloges a&bout human instinct and
redity. For, the previous perceives man as
an essentidly spiritud-mord dement and
posits a virtuous lifestyle as the perfect,
wheress the last regards him as a sensory
being and deems an existence of material
satisfaction as credible and commendable.
Maost of the Brahmin inhabitants of
Durvasepura, symbolizing types of
unnaturd desire, together with the various
lower-caste characters, standingfor normal
desire, just capacity as conditions of
possibility against, through and in which
this discussion unfolds. Chandri's job in
the nove is subject, eventualy, to such
bigger orderings. While she is certainly
celebrated as a perfect of normd fertility,
to the degee tha her life is regarded
Chandri

representation of

instinctive, remains a

unconscious'
essentianess. As Prakriti, regardless of
how well kindly she performs her role,
Chandri can't represent salvation in a story
that privileges Purusha and kavayam.
Helter-skelter is destined to be the means

of keepingthat in mind.

Gender Perspective
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From a gender perspective, Chandri's
characterisation is especially disappointing
because it can't be contended into a
reesonable materiaist subjectivity of
strengthening for ladies. In spite of the fact
that Chandri is reasonably upbeat and
reasonably well ready to ded with hersdf,
neither her optimism nor her drive
translates into an empowering proposition
for ladies by and large. Onereason for this
is Chandri is not lady recognized.

As indicated by Chandri, she is 'ever-
auspicious, every day married, the one
without widowhood' (M urthy, 1999: 44),
the descriptive phrases nat discrete and
accretive in their significance but rather
commonly  fungble. Indeed, even
separated from  the ideological
legerdemain sustained through thisterm, is
darming that in socid practice, a (Nitya)
sumangai can be lifted up just by the
simultaneous corruption of the
nonsumangai, al the more specificaly,
the widow. Chandri's easy
acknowledgment of her position, as well as
the constrained organization and versatility
it wins her, bepesks a merry numbness of
these gppadling dynamics which pits lady
against lady in a see-saw baance turning
on mae-regularizing needs. Since Chandri
never tries to surpass the socia brief of her

inscription and, for ingance, recover the
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additiondly engaging linguistic senses of
theterm, avaourization of the perfect as it
occurs here does nothingfor ladies such as
Lakshmideviamma, the 'Evil Omen.
M oreover, it secures for different wives a
provisiona, obtaned open respect.
Chandri's obvious and socidly scripted
dynamism thus frorts a profound seated
passivity to mae centric systems that keep
her from offering any ideologically or for
dl intents and purposes freeing option in
contrast to ladies. In the last analysis, she
proves unconvincing as a symbol or boss
of a progressive or even accommodating

gender ethic.

There is, in any case, another eucidation
that is possible Without raising doubt
about the generad anagogca premise of
the novd, this finds occasional points of
disconnect among account and protagonist
viewpoints. It is sourced in the exhausted
figure of Bhagrathi and serves as a useful
supplement—if not necessary remedia—
to the farly hopeess pergective on
Samksaras gender politics expounded

previously.

Consider, for instance, the matter of
Bhagirathi's name. Character names are
significant in Samskara as codes that
surface story meaning (Pillai, 2011).
Bhagirathi is another name of the Ganges,

the most sacred stream of India (M onier-
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Williams, 2005 [1899]: 751). One legend
has it tha King Bhagiratha performed

severe austerities to appease Goddess
Ganga so tha the heavenly sream would
consent to stream on earth. For, just in
case of the sacred waters washingover the
ashes of his accursed ancestors could ther
freedom.
Gangav atarana (the descent of the Ganges)

souls discover |ast

is afull episode and many-versioned (see,
for instance, Vanita, 2005). Two features
of the waerway tha ae a stgle of the
composite fantasy bear review here. First,
tha Ganga is a stream of life and
sdvation, her waters nurturing, freeing
(Eck, 1998: 137). Second, that she is
plentiful, a plenteous stream and power of
essentidness not to be immediady
exhausted or stemmed. In Samskara, this
sets Up an evident extremity of meanings
that add some subgance to Bhagrathi's
bareboned characterization).

Likewise, Bhagrathi's temperament, as
outlined in the content, deserves
consideration. M uch is made in the nove
of Praneshachayds  compassionae
disposition. In contrast, Bhagrathi's
generous disposition finds admost no
positive notice. However, even the couple
of scenes she plays out in Samskara are
sufficient to suggest she is without a doubt

a'decent lady.' So much so that it becomes
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feasible to posit a sort of padldism
among Bhagirathi and Praneshacharya
just as the last is the best specimen of
brahmin
Durvasgpura, Bhagrathi represents the
best of traditiona Brahmin womanhood.

customary masculinity  in

Representation of Bhagirathi

Together, these factors permit Bhagrathi
to be importat a two levels, the two of
which qudify Praneshacharyds account of
Sdf-acknowledgment  in urgent ways.
From one pergoective, sheis significant a
asy mbolic plane of expression, and, on the

other, inside arealist casingof reference.

Symbolically, Bhagrathi

precisely tha 'ontic sgp’ (Panikkar, 2002:

represents

45) around which, to preserve which,
traditions appear, yet which the ossified
parampara (convention and genealogy) of
Durvasgpura and, by extension, the
furious, ascetic shastraic culture it is lord
to, has rendered invdid a wdl as
discredited. In  the
inhabitants, people the same, the liquid

Durvasapura

life-quiddine has evaporated, solidified
and split off into a contradictory dudism
of irit and matter. The various
pahologes of the constitution, physicd,
naturd, psychologcal, social, and

spiritua, the digplay can be perused as the
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aftermath, truth is told, of this divisive
petrifaction.

Consider, for instance, the gpecificities of
Bhagirathi's illness. As per the novd,
Bhagirathi is an inherently sick lady who
is confined to bed and unequipped for
sexual intercourse. As such, physicaly,
she detests the use of her limbs and
sexually, it is impossible for her to follow
up on her desires regardless of whether she
has any. Essentialy, this renders her both
absolutely rdiant on Praneshacharya and
chaste past the possibility of a lapse
Precisely the means and ends in any event
one ancient 'lawgver' deems obligatory to
keep the amantravat (without accessto the
Vedas, consequently spiritudly oblivious),
nirindriya (without self-restraint) femae
from understanding her svabhavik
(intrinsic) propensities and imperiling the
focd decree of varnashramadharma, in
particular caste virtue and the man centric
proprietorship that it secures. Like an
incessant invalid, Bhagrathi embodies the
physica crippling that is the socid legacy
of a'decent' Brahmin lady by courtesy of
the M anavadharmashastra Her sickness
represents a synptom of the more
profound mdase a the center of
varnashramadharma, in particular, the
invalidation of ladies as autonomous

spiritua subjects. This invdidation not just
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condemns ladies to essential materidity in
a dudist worldview where the
transcendent consciousness is all things
considered (or, in a non-duaist mode
where the transcendent consciousness is
pigd edy
masculine) yet additionaly sanctions the

higgledy gendered mae/
instrumental use of ladies to serve various
male purposes. In the nove, such uneven
utilitarianism finds adequate appearance in
Praneshachary as decision of Bhagrathi as
his better haf as wel as his persigent
blindness to her subsequently in any way
other than the field of his spiritua work,
the geciad stepped area of his sacrifice.
For, if the previous reveds how the
material (especially sexud) debility of
ladies is seen to be obviously suited for the
gpiritud progression of the man, a that
point the lad shows how ladies ae
structurdly consigned to the capacity of
the ‘sdf-consolidating other' (Spivak,
2006), where the 'self' is by definition
male.

Happening a little past mid-purpose of the
novel in an agahaa deserted yet for
Praneshachary a, the plague-ridden rats and
birds of remains, the scream in question
issues from Bhagrathi's fever-flushed
body as whenever wrung out by the fixing
hold of death. Asper the content (Murthy,
1999: 85-6) describing her perishing
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moments as wdl as its prompt outcome,
Praneshacharya is distraught that he had
disregarded his sick spouse this while. In
dread, he lit the light and cdled to her.
‘Look here, look herel No answer. The
silence seemed to ydl. In any case
suddenly, his significant other let out a
shriek that left him speechless.

Self Realisation

Obviously, Praneshacharyds standpoint
dominates the above representaion. To
him, Bhagrathi's cry is discombobulating
just incidentadly. As an articulation
impating a sense of some unnamable
ghastliness, it soon dissolves and is
washed away in the cleansing gush of his
tears. Praneshacharya even retroactively
co-opts the agony filled pathos of
Bhagirathi's scream into the life story of
his sdf by perusing her ‘consuming body'
as his 'lifé's retribution going up in smoke.
Nevertheless, it is possible to follow the
contours of anather pergoective inserted in
the printed description of the episode,
which Praneshacharya remains oblivious
to a considerable loss to himsdf and his

objective of Sdf-acknowledgment.

What accounts for the distinction in his
frame of mind is tha meanwhile
Praneshacharya has had his spontaneous
tryg with Chandri in the forest. As a
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result, '[f]or the first run through his eyes
were starting to see the delightful and the
gppdling He had not so far desired any of
the excellence hed read about in the
classics...Now he needed for himsdf a
share of dl that' (Murthy, 1999: 76-7).
Characteristicaly, while checking on "25
years of ecidist quiet reaions, of
friendship and compassion from this new
vantage point, ‘'he..segs] an abyss
(Murthy, 1999: 75), however just from his
pergoective: 'his messed up SOuUseEs
hollowed eyes' stay 'helpless visionless
sy mbols of his sdf-sacrifice and obligetion
as a householder' (Murthy, 1999:75).
However, it seems profoundly far-fetched
that Bhagrathi would not get on his
changed disposition. To be sure, it is the
dispute here that her scream, as aso the
orderly distemper, is an immediae
expression of her adjusted recognition.
What follows is an expansive parentage of
Bhagirathi's cry. While speculative, it is
aso grounded in the account and fdling
sufficiently inside the bounds of
plausibility to be offered as a certan
unsaid of the content.

Praneshacharya instinctively senses some
of this redity. Tha is the reason he
describes Bhagirathi's scream as a 'fl ash of
lightning" But he can't gasp its full

significance, unfit to look up to its full
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implications. As aresult, heis just darmed
by it and slips directly again into darkness,
the darkness of obliviousness, trickery,
misleading statements, and hopelessness
he so wants to be liberated from. In redity,
the entirety of Praneshacharyds actions
from there on, from the distracted search
for Chandri to his silly dread of
Naranappas dead body and the goblins in
obscurity, from the solipsistic gin he
gves to Bhagrathi's demise to the
adventure of Self-acknowledgment he sets
out on underscoring his disturbed
condition. At the same time that they are
atempts a keeping the darkness under
control, they aso have a their middle the
avidya that he accidentaly clings to when

he misrecognizes Bhagirathi's scream.

The subtext of Samskara followed above
suggests how till such time as
Praneshacharya continues unconscious in
his self-misl eading blindness, every one of
his moves towards acknowledged being,
regardless of how seemingly propdled,
will stay short-circuited from inside. It
makes the survival and soundness of
‘Bhagirathi' a the materid and symbolic
plane, vitd to individua and social
progperity, which subjects, bethey, men or
ladies, disregard to ther drawback.
Bhagirathi's exhausted condition and

ineffectiveness demonstrate similarly the
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requirement for the nature of compassion
and for the compassionate to be assertive
and sdf-deciding, instead of rdiant and
sdf-denying.

Conclusion

This aticle has sought to explan the
politics and possibilities of gender coding
in U.R. Anantha Murthy's Samskara. Its
intercession has basicaly fixated on the
mobilizations of meanings around two
femde figures in the nove, Chandri, and
Bhagirathi.  The
pergective of Samskara is important for

resultant double

acknowledgng not just the socid nuances
in the nove's coding of gender relations
yet in addition its commitment with
questions of significant individud and

socia transformation.

The caste pecking order in India has been
a questioning issue identified with the
dynamics of intensity and authority. The
individuals found high in the socid chain
of importance have moved throughout the
years to hold their supremacy in the socid
area by appropriating the sources of
information, truth, theories, ideologies and
discourses that have been basicdly
responsible for the underestimation of the
low caste individuds. In the ongoing past,
there has been a spurious rise in the

multifaceted, discourses of minimized and
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subdtern groups of the tribds, Ddits and
the ladies contesting the supremacy and
mastery of the high caste from one
viewpoint, and offering the counter-

standard on the other.

The focd topic of the novd is the demise
of Narangppa and the complications
associated with the issue of his
entombment. Narangppa was an enemy of
Brahminicd Brahmin who spent for his
entirelifein oppasing Brahmin beliefs and
lifestyles. He brought a lower-caste
progitute to the agarahara and lived with
her in his house. He even wecomed
Muslim friends to the agahara and
straightforwardly consumed liquor and
non-vegan nourishment so as to insult

different Brahmins.

When Naranappa kicked the bucket, his
entombment turned into a convoluted
issue. At the same time, they needed the
memoria service to be over as soon as
possible because they were not dlowed to
eat or drink anything while a Brahmin
corpse anticipaed incineration in the
ag ahara. At long last, they left theissueto
Praneshacharya, who was the leader of the

town.

Praneshacharya searched dl the heavenly
books to discover a solution to this issue.

Chandri, the courtesan of Naranappa,
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submitted every one of her jewels at his
feet to meat the expenses of the
entombment rites. This demonstraion of
Chandri further muddled the issue because
every one of the Brahmins suddenly turned
ravenous on seeing such a huge amount of
gold. Presently they dl needed to do the
rites so as to get the gold. Praneshacharya
became apprehensive tha the affection for
gold may degenerate the entire agr ahara

Praneshacharya couldn't discover a
solution to the quanday of the
entombment issue significantly in the
wake of consulting M anu and ather sacred
tets. SO he went to the Hanuman
sanctuary and gppeded to God for some
celestid bearing However, the monkey-
God refused to illuminate him in any
capacity. While he was coming back from
the Hanuman sanctuary, Chandri enticed
him in the darkness. He tumbled to the
enticement and had intercourse to her
without further ado.

The sexual rdationship with Chandri
completely transformed Praneshacharya
He fdt tha he never again had any ethica
right to proceed as the spiritua chief of the
ag ahara. S0 he refused to coordinate the

Brahmins in the issue of the internment.

Chandri got desperate, and she moved

toward the lower caste individuas to do
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the internment. Be that as it may, they
refused "to interfere with a Brahmin
corpse regardless of whether she gave
them every one of the eght kinds of
riches." Findly, she went to the Muslim
section and argued to Ahmed Bari, thefish
trader. Ahmed Bari acknowledged the
demand and secretly incinerated the dead
body a 12 PM.

Chandri sobbed for her dead sweetheart
and came back to Kundapura, her local

town.

From such a double pergpective it tendsto
be contended that Samskara emerges as a
book that suggests three significant points:
(& how individud prosperity and
sympathy ae inseparable; (b) how
understanding is  possible  among
institutionally vaorized 'selves' just when
they perceve in ther goodness, desire,
respectability, power, and
accomplishments not just theproof of ther
naturd gunas (as does Praneshacharya),
yet the work, sacrifice, dissolution, and
emasculation of institutionaly othered
sdves; and (c) how institutionaly
buttressed selves notwithganding securing
the SAf in the other must stat to
acknowledge the other in the Sef on the
off chance that they areto accomplish any

important individual or sociad change.
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Importance of Value - oriented
Education: Great Educational Thinkers

C——1 D Vishnu Kumar, Sh. Jay Prakash Singh ———
Abstract

In the presemt era of liberafization peivatization and
Clohalization, value crisis {5 a serious concern fo e mations which iy
deepening day by day with the rapid advancement in browdedee,
sctence and technology on the one hand and constanr dererioraion
of value on the other The problem af velue edication is gainine:
Predominance in ecicatione discussions churivig the recent time, Hemee
the Emphasizes is on values in education. Unless the values in
dircation aspect i mov taken care af the malady that exists in education
will never be eliminated. Education imstitntes should focus on value
i edvcation for development of o krenwledee basey sacien: o that
quality education will bring move yecolades to thelr students and the
institutes themsetves, This will ensure that studenss oW i btk mind
anit heart. ad learn the special virtues of lite, Without recilizing the vale
of education one cunnot lead a mearingfully saitsfied cducared Tife.

Key Words : Liberalization, Privatization, Globalization.
Cohesive, Education, Value, Classificarion, Pragmaife, Justice
Liberty, Equaiity

Meaning of Value-Education

The very purpose and main function of education is the
development of an all round snd well-balgneed personal iy of the studenrs,
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znd also o develop all dimensions of the human
intellect so that our ehildren can help to make
our nation more demacratic, cohesive, soclally
responsible, culturally rich and intellectually
competitive nation. But. nowadays. more
ermphisis is unduly Bxid on knowledpe-hused and
information-oniented education which takes care
of only the intelfectual development of the child,
Consequently, the other aspect of their
personality like phyvsical, emotional, social and
spiritual are not propery developed in providing
for the growth of attitudes, habits. values, skills
and interest among the pupils. It is here that we
talk in terms of value-cducation, A complete
description of what value-education is could entzil
astudy in itself. There are corroborating findings,
by rruany researchers. After analyzing and sudving
the description (abowt value-education ) of such
researchersthe definition of value-education may
be stated as follows;

Value-education is & many sided
Endeavour and inan activity during which voung
peuple are assisted by adulis or older people in
schoots, family homes, elubs and religious and
other organizations, to make explicit those
underlying their own attitudes, to assess the
eftectiveness of these values for their own and
others long term well-being und to reflect on an
acguine other values which are more effective
tor long tenm well-being, Value-eduction is thus
concemed to make morality a living concern for
studenis. Hence, what is needed is value-
education. Despite many educators and
educationists deseription regarding value-
education, it cannot be denicd that contimuing
research will continue 1o make the deseription
of value-eduwcation more ndequate.

According te C.V. Good : “Value-
education is the ageregate ofall the process by
means of which a person develops abilities.
attitudes and other forms of behavior of the

positive vithues m the society inwhich he lives.”
Objectives of Value-Education

Traditionally the objectives of value-
education were based on religion and
philosophy. There wis no secular value-
education: but in toduys modem world. this has
been taken as verv much essential,

1. Full development of child’s personality in
its physical, mental. emotional and spirito]
aspects,

Inculcation of good manners and of
responsible and cooperative citizenship,
Developing respect for the dignity of
mdividual and society,

+. Inculcation of a spirit of patriotism and
nsticmal inlegration.

5. Developing a democrtic way of thinking
anc livarg,

6. Developing tolerance towards and
understanding of d flerent relisiows fiths,

7. Developing sense of brotherhood at
socual, natonal and international levels,

8.. Helping pupils to have faith in them and
in some supematural power that, is
supposed 1o control this universe and
hurnan lifes

9. Enabling pupils o make decisions on the
hasis of sound maoral principles.

10. Evolving the evaluation criteria on value-
education.

11, Sugpesting measures for better utilization
ol value-education,

12. Finding out the interests of pupils in
relatron to different aspects and sctivilies
of value-education,

13, Clanfying the meaning and concept of
vitlue-education,

Classification of values

et

Tl

Vaalues can be categorized in different ways
wncler di fferent categonies. Forexample, they
canbe either intrinsic or mstrumental, depending
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on whether they desires for their own sake or
are meunt 1o be means to achieve something.
Values emn also be classified as moral and
aesthetic, positive ornegative, higher or Jower,
Theoretical. coonomic. aesthetic. social, political
and refigious, Overall we can elassify values as
written below-

1. Universal Values: Values are numerous
and may be classified s external or intemnal, or
subjective or objective, Plato classified values
g absolute values and instnamental {pragmagic)
vales. The ancient Indian values may be called
universel {absolute) values such as Sat. Chit and
Ananca. It tallies with the great tnnfty of westem
value truth, beauty and poodness, though there
are sone differences in them. Sat (o be) in Indisn
philosophy means hoth truth and goodness.
Goodness is considered as the practical
realization of sat, while truth is both intellectusl
and spiritual. Ananda is profound hliss of
happiness. Chit is pure consciousness or
reason. These values exist independent of men.
Some of the fundamental values practiced by
students during their studentship at the gur’s
house in ancient times were abnegation, strict
discipline, implicit obedience, hard work,
morality, pursuit of truth, simplicity, spiritual
thinking, respecting dignity of labour tolermnce.
anid 5o on.

2. Moral and Spiritual Values: These
values are absolute and irrespective of the
country or time they exist as categorical
mperative of human behavior Moral values deal
with perceptions of right and wrong, Indian
philosophy names dharma (religion). artha
{money ), kama (pleasure) and Moksha
(libration ) a8 the ultimate values. If a person
considers an object divine, it is sard to have n
relighous values and its experience is called
religious experience which may be spiritual or
divine

3. Pragmatic Values: Besides these
universal values, some values are instrumental
or pragmanc. They are not seatic. These valies
are liable to change. They are speeific to time
and place. They are reflected i langusge, ethics,
social-hicrarchy, aesthetic, lmv economies and
soctal institutions ofevery kind, They still serve
us and help us to fix our goals of life because:
they are pragmatic anchors ofour life.

4. Biodogical Value: Biological values may
be described as primarily important for
preservation of life, Health, hygiene, concepts
off nutrition. knowledge of one's body,
knowledge of disease and their prevention will
come in this catepory, The saural biologists hold
this as the most impoant ideal of life and till
date eurriculum prmners place this health aim
as the foremost aim of pre and primary schools,

3. Economic Value: Fconomic value
mieans that an objcct commands amoney price.
People value meney or material things not for
their own sake but for the pleasure and
enjoyment that they provide, Economie vilios
are instrurnental rather than intrinsie; they gre
vitlies of commodities in exchange and arise out
af production and use of materinl goods. Kothari
commission Report | 964-1966) rzhily pointed
out that if our country has 1 find a place in the
committee of nations, it has to be economically
advanced, So right from the beginning of
schooling tohigher education, the importance
and usetulness of money, its power and pitfalls
would have to be stressed

6. Political value: Political values
represent interest In political matters, As a
Sovereign democratic republic. the Indian
crmstitution seeks to secure o all its citizens the
following values, which should be respecied by
evervbody, This are-

» Justice -social, economic and political
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s Liberty of - thought, expression, belief,
faithand worship
+  Equality of - Status and opportunity

Every student should be made aware of
these values: Hence, training for democracy s
an wn it hirgz obligation that theeducation institues
will have to bear,

7. Social and eultural values: The right
vatlues for ademocratic citizenship, cooperation,
iolerance. leadership, friendship, refinement of
sprit. awareress of India’s great cultural heritnge
are interactive lesson that they must learn. The
seecacly demands conformity (o some actions
and attitides, and he must fulfill these callings,
One gets social values from friendship, love,
farmily and participation in good activities.

8. Aesthetic Values: Acsthetic values
refer o the experience that o person has when
he perceives an object as beautiful or
conversely, ughy. The agsthetic experienceisa
special kind of experience and i3 aninleraction
between an object and a subject. The subject
tht is the person contributes sense organs and
afso depends on his post experiences for
appracintion or dislike of objects,

Need for the Inculeation of Value-Education

Agamand again, i o boomeranged,
the question that bursts out is ““where have the
values gone™” While making an attempt for
answering this question, one notices conscions
and conspicuous shifls in the latter-dav
educational philosophy from a cognitive to
kinctic development of the pupil. A wide range
of values of moral, aesthetic and social nature
that have evolved during the marathon march of
the: bumnan civilization &5 posing befons usnersis
af prionties: which of these values are to be
cultivated and what is the appropriate stage of
doing sa?

Hence, the issue becomes more

jumbled when it comes to fixing up of the
responsibilities: who is to inculeate values? -
parenis, leaders, the affluent, the business
tycoons. thinkers, artists, teachers? The easy and
obwvious answer is-"the teacher is the prime
meuleator of values because the young are under
his or her formal care.™ Whatever may be the
answer! Really speaking. itis notenough just to
know about values, because values have 1o be
practiced. Our country is undergoing radical.
social changes, 8o, the students who are the
fiature citizens of tomomow have 1o be orlented
w respond to and adjust with these social
changes satisfactorily by equipping them with
desiable skills and values,

The Madem Indin has committed to the
puiding principles of socialism, secularism,
democracy, national integration and so on, These
guithng principles should be emphasized inthe
educational system and suitable value; are to be
included in the students for promaoting equeality.
social justice, national cohesion and democratic
citizznship, With these aims in view, radical
reforms in the present lop-sided education are
1o be introduced and oll attempts need 10 he
made for developing well-integrated
persopalities for our individuals. Hence the need
tor inculeating desimble values. Indin is known
for s rich cultural and spiritual heritage, and the
nee] for a value-system through education has
been feltand recognized through centuries. Valoe
system play an important role inany decision
making process, [n fact, every human action is
the reflection of personal and social values.
Modern age of science and technology has
created many evils. Vielence, tmmorality.
cgoism. sell~eenteredness. frustration are
rampant everywhere. The world has already
experieneed the horrors of modern wars during
World War | and 1

It has been the victim of passions and
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evils like violenee, jealousy, national SUPETHItY
and arrogance. That is why. in spite of
wonderfil, scientific achievements the world is
a place of violenee. gloom and unease. In the
midst of material prosperity, a large section of
Aummanity is under the grip of immcimlity, POVerTy
tnd corruption. Thus, man has been the nionmrch
of entire world. Now, such unsat s fictory
situations have arisen due to crises of values.
Thie above discussion stresses agdin and agiin
the impottance of the need of value-education.
Value-education involves exposing students to
A whale series of values in their complete lotalily,
I help o bring about an improvement in the
child’s thoughts. ideas artitudes. interesty,
emuotions, sentiments, personality and character
Really speaking, value-education influences all
aspects ol'a person’s mrowth and development,
Thus, value-education consaquently. is an
imegral part of education which cannot be
separated from the educstional process. Value-
education has to be placed. therefore, st the
centre of the education Endeavour,

Schools should be induced to create a
climate of valtie which should run various
activities and would be conducive 1o the
promotion of values smong students, teachers,
parenis and educational administrators,
Programmes of value-education should
incorporate values of integral personality in all
its dimensions-physical, vital, intellectual,
nesthedic, ethical and spiritus), The quESTInN now
Jumps up-how exactly the im plémentation of
such value-education could be done in schools
and what are the various activities 1o be
undertaken in different classes? The process of
villuing is what we go through when we make
Judgment about things., events and people that
we encounter in our day-to-day 1,

Ot courtry of Wmomow is going i be what
the: young pupils at school. college gnd university

tdiy will make it Value oriemtation of modern
educutionsl practice is the need of the moment
“Une of the mnjor erises facing education in
India is that of value orientation, It has heen
ussanlly erpued that the main focus during the st
threw decades hias been on qualitative expansion
el consequently ndeguete stention could ot
he: paid to mmintaining standards and guality of
education. The sutput of educational system is
o enly of poor quality but degradation of the
moral values hasbeen noticed, ™ The importance
of value education has been pointed out time
andl again by great educational thinkers. Some
of the views are given below;

Mahatma Gandhi's view: Vilue-orienied
education is essentiully education for self
realizotion. Mahating Gandbi wanted that
education shoukd be fir the hand, head and heart,
Education for the heart is the spiritual training
tor him, According to him the aim of eduestion
is sel Frealization the summum bonum of Tife and
education.

abindransth Fagnres view: Rabindrmmatl;
Taygzore was primarily an educationist rather than
u political thinker. He put emphusis on
‘naturalism” for framing educational model. In
education, freedom is the hasic guiding force
for inculcaring interest within sudents who will
detive inspiration from nature to PLFSLC Ay
branch of knowledae he likes. The establishmen
of Shantiniketun fullilled the desired poal of
Tagorein the educational fiont.

Acharya Mahaprajana’s view: Value
onented echnigues are the backbone of selence
oFliving. The moral and spiritual valses to be
inculcated in the lesrmer through the practice of
Anupeekshaor bhavena are: Sense of duty, Self:
dependence. Trithfulness, Reconcifiation.
Freedotm from fanaticism Humen equality, Co-
existence, Patriotism. Mental equilibrium,
Putienee, Honesty, Compassion, Freedom from
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lust, Forbearance, Modesty, Freedom from
cancedt, Freedom from fear, Self-discipline, Will
Hower ele,

Dayanand®s view: “Swami Davanand laid
emphasis on the role and responsibility of parents
i the scheme of valve education. According to
him it is the duty of parents 1o give instructions
in value to theirchildren which drows injunctions
irom the tradition of ancient Indisn education,”

Sri Aurobindo®s view: Accordin 210 Sr
Awrobindo, *Value oriented education ix
education for spiritual values. Such an education
s twa levels. At the lower level. all should be
educated in higher values. At the higher level,
only those who can pursue the spiritual values
should be given spiritual education,™

Vivelkananda's view: Swami Vivekanands
gave a broader view of value-oriented
education. He said. “We want the education by
which character is formed, strength oF mind is
increased. the intellect expunded and by which
ane can stand on one’s feet,”

Radhabrishnan's view: Dr. Radhakrishng
sy, “Education is not limited 1o the imparting
of information or training in skills, It has B give
the educated a proper sense of value,” Thus
varlue-onented education isa tool with the help
of whichan individual can chisel his own statue.

Jiddu Krishnamurti's view: Tome, then.
frue Criticism consists in trving to find out the
mirinsic worth of the thing itself, and not in
attributing a quality to that thing, You attribute
quethity 1o an environment, to an experience, only
when you want to derive something from it, when
VUL WAIH 10 2ain or to have power or happiness,
o this destrovs true eriticisny. Your desire is
perverted through atributing values, and
theredore you cannot see cleardy, Instend of trying
o see the flower in its original and entire beaty,
you look at it through coloured glasses, and
therefone you can never see it as it is,

Abdul Kalam's view: Dr. A P.J. Abdu
Kalam fiocus of the education und schools must
provide mission oriented leamning with value
system. ... Edueation which is imparted in
childhood at the every stage of development of
minds is more important than the education
received in college and university.
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