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Science Behind Truthful:
Speech

m Samani Aagam Prajna*

ARHAT VACANA™

Kundakunda Jidnapitha, Indore J

ABSTRACT

Logical value, ethical value and aesthetic value comprise the
holistic system of value in this world. Logical value establishes the
truth or falsity of the statement. Aesthetics leads to beautifulness or
ugliness of the subject while ethics focuses on to the goodness or
badness of the conduct. In ethics that conduct becomes virtuous
which is done by goodwill & which produces good results. On that
bases, non-violence, honesty, truth, love, compassion, charity, etc.
are considered as ethical values. Truth is one of them. In this paper
my main objective is not just to prove ethical goodness of truthful
speech but also to show why speaking truth has equal scientific
importance.

As we all know that speech is the medium or vehicle for our communication.
Without speech communication is lame because it furnishes the most important
means to express one's thoughts and ideas to others. There is no better way to
present oneself other than speech.

In Jaina philosophy speech is basically divided into four types. In Thanam!'
Lord Mahavira says :
cantari bhasajata pannatta, tam jaha-
saccamegarm bhasajjayar, biyam mosarn,
taiyar saccamosar, cautthar assccamosar | | -
i.e. there are four types of speech, viz. truthful speech, false speech, mixed
speech (i.e. truth cum untruth) and conventional speech. From these four-truthful
and conventional speeches are to be spoken. Rest of the two are to be avoided.
From among the former two, speaking truth is preferable. Emphasizing the
importance of truth, Manu says, “One who pollutes his speech by saying an
untruth is like one who steals from his own wealth.””
Before going to the ethical importance of truthful speech, we should first
understand the meaning of truth. The term 'truth’ or 'satya’ has got varied

. implications. It is derived from 'sat’, which is generally taken in the sense of

ultimate reality (i.e.) in the metaphysical sense. On the other hand, 'satya’ derived
from 'sat’ has taken a strong position in the ethical concern also. Etymologically,
it is defined as "Sadbhyo hitarn satyarn",? that is, that which is beneficial to all
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