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Jain Rituals and Ritual Spaces

Pranoti Meghal* 
Dr. Abhijit Natu**

Abstract 
India is characterised by geographical, religious and socio-cultural diversity. In 

India, Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism fl ourished from ancient times. These religions 
have developed their own rituals and ritual spaces. The rituals change from religion 
to religion and hence the ritual spaces. This paper focuses on rituals and ritual spaces 
of Jainism. During 3rd Century BC, Jainism got divided into two main sects, namely, 
Digambara and Śvetāmbara. Later by 16th Century it got further divided into several 
sub-sects. With this, diff erent canons and ritual texts were developed in this religion. 
In Jainism rituals represent the religion and Jain cosmology. These religious rituals 
are performed not only on occasion of various events and religious functions but 
also in daily worship. The paper discusses about the ritual worships in Jainism and 
formation of the ritual spaces in the context of Jain cosmology and ritual formation.
The qualitative study is based on observations done by researcher, references from 
Jain text and interviews with Jain monks and priests. 

Key Words
Rituals, Jainism, Religion, Worship, Ritual Space, Sects. 

* Pranoti Meghal, Associate Professor, STES, Sinhgad College of Architecture, Savitribai 
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Labdhi and Mysticism
(Part-I)

Sadhvi Madhyastprabha*

Abstract 
All the major religious traditions have some form of mystical thought and practice.

For some traditions mysticism forms a core piece of the religion, whereas in the 
major western monotheistic traditions, mystic thought and practice are tended to be 
at periphery of those religions. To realise the pure and perfect state of the self is the 
ultimate goal of the mystic. As before the attainment of the fi nal state, pure mystical 
experience, the mystic encounters many kinds of 'labdhis' that are inclusive of both 
magical and mystical components. So labdhis are also considered as a part of mysticism. 

In this article eff orts have been done to present the concept of labdhi, its relation 
with mysticism, types of labdhis, their nature and eligibility to attain various labdhis. 
Problems like: Are labdhi obstacle or supportive to attain the ultimate mystical 
experience? Are these labdhis attained or experienced even today etc. have been also 
tried to answer logically in this paper.

Key Words
Labdhi, Mystic Power, Spiritual Practices, Relative Mysticism, Absolute 

Mysticism, Kevalajñāna, Absolute Labdhi, Relative Labdhi.

* Sadhvi Madhyastprabha, Research Scholar, Dept. of Prakrit & Sanskrit, Jain Vishva 
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Chief Peculiarities of 
Jainism and Hinduism

Dr. P. C. Jain*

Abstract 
Jains are not Hindu dissenters; their religion is original, independent & ancient. 

However, there are absolutely no grounds for holding such an opinion. It is also 
established that Jainism is an ancient religion of India and it is older than Vedic religion 
of the Hindus. Jains on the whole do not appear to be much diff erent from the Hindus 
in matters like dress and ornaments, occupations and professions, festivals and fasts 
etc. In this paper, the similarities and dissimilarities of Hinduism and Jainism is shown. 
If we evaluate Jainism and Hinduism, we fi nd that the diff erences between them are 
enormous and their conformity is in respect of a few particulars only pertaining to the 
normal manner of living.

Key Words
Śramaṇic, Vedic, Dharma, Parva, Prathā.
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Role of Mahāvratas and 
Aṇuvratas for Self-Liberation

Dr. K. Bhima Kumar*

Abstract 
Jain philosophy accepts and advocates non-violence as the fundamental principle 

and as the highest ideal of life. It is the means through which one can attain mokṣa or 
liberation. Every human being tries their best to attain the ultimate aim i.e., mokṣa or 
liberation from this world. This is because the world is full of suff ering. In order to 
remove or come out of suff ering or bondage and to reach the ultimate aim i.e., mokṣa 
(to become kevalī) one has to follow an ethical path. Mahāvīra systematized the Jain 
philosophy and established ethical principles based on non-violence that are followed 
by Jain ascetics on one hand and the layman (śrāvakas) on the other. Another important 
feature of Classical Indian Philosophy in general, Jainism in particular is that morality 
must have a metaphysical or religious foundation, otherwise it would be rootless. 
According to Radhakrishnana “Any ethical theory must be grounded in metaphysics 
i.e., a human conduct and the relation with ultimate reality.” An attempt has been made 
in this paper to explain and examine the above mentioned two levels of moral life and 
to show Jain ethics is ground on defi nite system of metaphysics. 

Key Words
Mokṣa, Mahāvratas, Aṇuvratas, Gupti, Samiti, Aticāras, Anekāntavāda.
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