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Jaina Anekantavada: o -485;?5&_;188547)
Philosophy of Inter-Faith |
Polylogue

Prof. Arun K Mookerjee*

Abstract

It is said that every object designated by a word (sign) has inherently a
quality (Dharma)with its opposite quality. This comes under the general
rule of Jaina Philosophy as anekantavada that agreement and difference are
meaningfully coexistent facts. Anekantavada is the philosophy and
polylogue the method of Inter-faith deliberation. This is the keynote to
understand a religion by comparable similarities and differences. But to
make it's understandable to other persons & religion we need to open a
polylogue at time with others. The greatest advantage of a polylogue is that
it creates a material condition for mutual discussion on the similarities and
differenes. The proposal of the present paper is anekantavada as a
philosophy of (inter-faith) polylogue.

Key words

Vedanga,  Siksa, Kalpa  (sutragrantha, religious  rituals  of
Brahmanaliterature), Chanda, Jyotirvidya,Nirukta (philology, Lexicon)

*Prof. Arun K Mookerjee, Director, Centre for Comparative Religion, National Council of
Education, Bengal
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Hemacandra’s Prakrit

Grammar

Prof. Jagat Ram Bhattacharyya*

Abstract

The Prakrit grammar of Hemacandra (Siddha-hema-sabdanusasana)
has very distinct place in linguistic studies. Like the Asta@dhyayr of Panini,
the grammar of Hemacandra is also classified in eight adhyayas (chapters).
First seven chapters are dedicated to Sanskrit grammar and again each
chapter is divided into fourquarters. The eighth or the last chapter is written
on Prakrit and Hemacandra makes siitras and auto-commentary on these. By
a lingusitic study of Hemacandra’s Prakrit grammar it is clear to us that the
first two padas are for phonology, again in which the first one is dealt with
vowels as well as single consonants and the second chapter is written for
conjunct consonants, indeclinablesetc. Like wise the dictums in the third
chapter are based on declension and conjugation and the fourth chapter
comprises with much varieties, such as dhatvadesa, the characteristic
features of the dialects, such as, Sauraseni, Magadhi, Paisaci, Cilika Paisaci
and finally the Apabhramsa is dealt. Hemacandra arranged all the siitras in
his grammar very systematically. In this paper, it is intended to deal with
some of the stitras which are very important to be discussed linguistically.

Key words
Siddha-hema-sabdanusasana,Sandhi, Accent, Prakrit

*Prof. Jagat Ram Bhattacharyya, Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Pali & Prakrit, Bhasa-
bhavana, Visva-Bharati University, Santiniketan — 731 235 (W.B)
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The COnceptual AnalySiS Of . 46 (183-184)
Philosophy of Co-existence |

Dr. Samani Shashi Prajia*

Abstract

The co-existence of opposing pairs can be seen in each and every entity
all over the world. The doctrine of Anekanta was newly nomenclatured by
Acharya Mahaprajiia (1990-2019) as the philosophy of Co-existence. I
pondered upon the world of affairs, found series of pairs in every individual
object of knowledge and came with the conclusion that the very essence of
any substance is in its own the other. Everything is in pairs. The existence
of co-opposites is a self-proven axiom. It is very nature of the object to
possess the co-opposites simultaneously. It is proved that the co-opposites
do not cancel each other but reinforce each other. So an humble endeavour
is made to highlight the binary non-opposing attributes of the entity as
found in the anekantic conversation between the Mahavira and the Gautam
and with many more disciples in canonical literature. Along with that even
in the scientific world of experiments, in western logical world, in our parts
of the body and in the world of experience also the philosophy of co-
existence seems to be functional.

Key words

Anekanta  (Multi-dimensional ~ Perspective), Syddvada  (Linguistic
Expression of Anekantic Truth), Reality (Substance), Naya (Acceptance of
one standpointwithout negating the other standpoints)

*Dr. Samani Shashi Prajiia, Associate Prof. Deptt.of Jainology & Comparative Religion &
Philosophy, Jain Vishva Bharati Institute, Rajasthan.Ladnun-341306
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Jaina Canons

N.L. Jain*

Introduction

The Jaina Canons contain large amount of descriptions about the
physical phenomena in the world beside the main spiritual processes and
discussions. Their knowledge is sensory in the first instance which is
analyzed by mind to give proper form and explanations. Barring
supersensory knowledge, all other forms are primarily relative and
qualitative. Their accuracy and absolutism is possible only through
measurements. These give reliability and credibility to the descriptions. The
Jaina scholars knew this fact that is why they have written general and
special treatises in this direction. The accuracy of the descriptions contained
in them depends upon the standard units used.

There have been three main areas of measurements since the
carliest times: mass or volume, length, distance or area and time. In
contrast, the International Congress on Weights and Measures, 1971 have
accepted seven areas under this category-mass, distance, time, electric
current, heat, light and matter.' Tt could be surmised that the last four
categories could not develop in olden times. The author has pointed out
carlier about the varieties in names, stages and values of time units
described in jaina canons of various ages.” This does not make it possible to
evaluate and compare the accurate meanings for the descriptions based on
them. It was, therefore, suggested that there must be uniformity of names,
stages and equivalent values in current units for the canonical time
measures. Likewise, length units also require evaluative consideration.

*Late N.L. Jain, Jain Kendra, Rewa (M.P)
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