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The Problem of Samjna porrw
in Jain Epistemology and S
Psychology

Muni Kaushal Kumar*

Abstract

An individual's cognitive capacity is referred to as Samj7ia in Jain epistemology.
Jain psychology considers it an instinct. However, Samjfia is often defined as the
mstinctual property of an individual with a materialistic stance. But, souls naturally
display their inclination to both materialistic and non-materialistic attitudes. It has been
observed that the inclination (both) changes with effort. The Jain psychologists believe
that souls who are inclined to sensory pleasures are the fruition of their respective
karma, and they call this phenomenon "Samj#ia’. This thus became a famous notion and
gradually the only notion of Samj7ié for the Jains. On the other hand, there are souls
that are also inclined, naturally or intentionally, to stay away from sensory pleasures.
Jain psychologists believe such a behavior 1s due to ksayapojama (destruction — cum-
suppression) of karma, but there is no such term described for such a phenomenon.

Such a phenomenon if not considered to be an attribute of Samjfia, then a bigger
question would be to answer the construction of a void in the structure of instincts
(in Jainism). Several things have values that transcend beyond materialism. As a
sensation, Samjfia can be experienced in both spiritually centered and worldly oriented
lifestyles. As a desire-driven thought the onus of decision-making rests on it. It presents
a dichotomy between instinctive behavior and acquired traits. This research paper on
analysing the evolution of Samjfia persuades the reader to understand its significant
place in Jaina studies. It argues how a dichotomy in its structural classification can
mitiate a dialogue with the modern sciences.

Keywords:
Samjfia, Jain Psychology, Jain Epistemology, Psychology, Instincts, Mind,
Spirituality, Acquired Traits, Cognitive, Behaviour.

* Muni Kaushal Kumar, Research Scholar, Dept. of Jainology and comparative Religion &
Philosophy, Jain Vishva Bharati Institute, Ladnun, Rajasthan.
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Samani Rohini Pragya*

Abstract

Virtue Ahimsa as proposed in this article is the inculcation of values among kids
and teens through religious engagement. It incorporates the experiences of field trip as
cthnographic work undertaken in twin cities of Gujarat: Ahmedabad and Surat, Baitu
(Rajasthan near Jodhpur) and Nagpur (Maharashtra) during the year 2021 and 2023.
In 2021 the duration of engagement with kids was of six months in Ahmedabad and
in the year 2023 it was approximately, one month at Ahmedabad and three weeks at
Surat, eight days at Baitu and two weeks at Nagpur. The present article shows that
religious engagement is one of the most powerful and interesting tools of enhancing
virtue ahimsa. Ahimsa in Jainism is most notably understood as ‘no harm’!. It further
claborates it at mental, verbal, and physical level. In religious engagement held at
various cities of India, the ahimsa virtue is seen to be extended at the level of heart,
communication, behavior and much more though the creative performances of the
participants..

Key Words
Religious Engagement, Ahimsa, Virtue, Story Telling.

How can one engage individuals in religion and religious affairs in contemporary
context? Addressing this question can be done fairly once we learn what interests’
mdividuals. Further, interests can be created through social grouping, totems, and
taboos from various cultures and religious groups across the globe. Such a combination
bring novelty in practices and asks to engage oneself for learning new things and then
its adaptation for a better life and living. The underling ideais engagement naturally
boosts creativity. “Story telling’ 1s one of the powerful tools for comprehensive religious
engagement irrespective of all kinds of differences. Such an engagement starts to
underestimate the concepts that needs to be revisited. No doubt such underlining

* Samani Rohini Pragya, Associate Professor, Dept. of Nonviolence and Peace, Jain Vishva
Bharati Institute, Ladnun, Rajasthan.
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to Investigate Effects of
Yoga-Preksha-Dhyan on
Aggressiveness of School
Children (Urban Area)

Prof. Viney Jain*
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Dr Abnish Kumar*
Dr Rashmita Ray**
Prof. Asutosh Pradhan***

Abstract

The history of the marginalised caste politics in Uttar Pradesh began since 1950
onwards. Several political parties were born based on the casteist ideologies. But
i the recent times a decline in caste-based politics 1s observed in the state of Uttar
Pradesh if the three consecutive election results are to be considered. In rcent times,
a shift of political loyalty is seen towards that partywhichpromises development for
the Dalit class in true sense of the term and not just as a bait for election propaganda.
Their subalternity is politicised by different political parties to gain political benefits.
However, with the progressing times, with proper educational facilities and social
media revolution, the voice of the marginalised is heard, thereby securing a political
position for themselves. This article is an attempt to analyse the caste-based politics
in the state of Uttar Pradesh in India.

Key Words
Dalit, Subaltern, Political Parties, Conflict, Cooperation, Scheduled Castes.

“The subaltern cannot speak.”
- Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak

* Dr Abnish Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, K.G.K. (P.G.) College
Moradabad, U.P.

** Dr Rashmita Ray, Assistant Professor, Department of Social Work, Mahatma Gandhi
Central University, Motihari, Bihar.

*** Prof. Asutosh Pradhan, Professor, Department of Social Work, Central University of
Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala.
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